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Preface

Amritsar is one of the important cities of Punjab State. The city has one of the
most prominent shrines of the Sikhs "The Harimandir Sahib" popularly known as the
Golden Temple. Amritsar acts as an education hub for the region. There are a large
number of educational institutions in the city. Guru Nanak Dev University, Bhai Gurdas
Central Library has tried to collect maximum books on Sikhism.

The purpose of this work is to present a comprehensive bibliography of books in
English, Hindi and Punjabi languages on Amritsar. Each entry contains information
about the author, editor, compiler, translator, title, edition, place of publication,
publisher, year of publication and number of volumes wherever applicable. In addition
Yo, it the detailed list of Punjabi manuscripts available in Bhai Gurdas Central Library
has also been added for the use of researchers and scholars which are directly
related to Amritsar.

Entries in each language group and its sub-divisions are arranged in alphabetical
order of the name of authors and under titles wherever author's names are not
available, Government and institutional publications are entered under the names of
the concerned State or institutions respectively. Reference books have been entered
under the titles of the books. It is available both in print and online version. For an
online version of this bibliography visit Bhai Gurdas Central Library at

http://libray.gndu.ac.in.



Signs:-

* : denotes that the book is available in Bhai Gurdas Central Library
and directly related to Amritsar

** . denotes that the book is not available in Bhai Gurdas Central
Library but directly related to Amritsar

# : denotes the book with reference o Amritsar and available in Bhai
Gurdas Central Library

## . denotes that the book with reference to Amritsar but not
available in Bhai Gurdas Central Library

s.l. ~ : no place of publication

s.n.  no name of publisher

nd. : nodate

rev. : revised

vol. : volume

ed. : editor

comp.: compiler

tr. : ftranslator

This bibliography will be in PDF format which can be downloaded from the

University website i.e. www. gndu.ac.in

The format of the entry will be as following:

Author/ Editor/ Compiler/ Translator
Title; sub-title and each subsequent statement of responsibility.
Edition statement. Place of publication, Publisher, Year of publication, Volume.

e.g.
Alter, Stephen
Amritsar to Lahore; crossing the border between India and Pakistan. New
Delhi, Penguin, 2000.



The bibliography consists of books in three languages :-

I am thankful to Smt. Kulvir Kaur and Sh. Satish Kumar,

Sr. No. Language Page no.
1. English 9-39

2. Hindi 40-42

3. Punjabi 43-64

Assistant

Librarians who have made sincere efforts to collect the data from various

sources.

(Dr. H. S. Chopra)

Ph. D. (His); Ph. D. (Lib. & Inf. Sc.)
University Librarian



Amritsar

The city of Amritsar the metropolis of the Sikh faith was founded in the year
1577 A. D. by fourth Sikh Guru Ram Dass Ji (1534-81). The holy city of the Sikhs, is
the headquarter of a district Amritsar in the Punjab. Guru Ram Das Ji inaugurated the
digging of the holy tank (Amrit-Sarovar) from which the city derives its present name.
According to some sources, the land of Amritsar was purchased from the residents of
the neighbouring villages Gumtala and Tung during the time of Guru Amar Dass (1479-
1574) and according to some other sources, the piece of land of Amritsar was a gift
from the Mughal emperor Akbar tfo Guru Amar Dass's daughter Bibi Bhani married to
Guru Ram Dass Ji.

The city lies on the main Grand Trunk Road, thirty miles of the east of Lahore
and two hundred and fifty miles north west of Delhi. The population of Amritsar is
made up of Sikhs, Hindus, Jains, Christians and Muslims.

Amritsar (amrit-nectar, sar=pool) was reckoned to be the sacred city of Punjab.
The habitation that grew around the sacred pool (Sarovar) was initially called
Ramdaspur, or Chakk Ramdas, or simple Chakk Guru. Guru Ram Das encouraged people
from various trades and professions belonging to different cities fo start their
business in this city. The town expanded further under his son and successor, Guru
Arjan Dev Ji (1563-1606) who completed and lined the holy tank and constructed in its
middle the holy shrine Harimandir now famous as the Golden Temple and also had two
more tanks, Santokhsar and Ramsar excavated nearby. I+ was on the bank of Ramsar
that he carried out the compilation of the Adi Granth (later Guru Granth Sahib). With
the installation on 16 August 1604 of the Guru Granth Sahib in the Harimandir, the
shrines and the sarovar surrounding Amritsar together the central attraction of the
town and a site of pilgrimage for the Sikhs and others from far and near. In time, the

town itself came to be called "Amritsar”.



The city of Amritsar has high traditions of martyrdom, patriotism and
secularism not fo be paralleled by any other city of India. It has given fo the country
a galaxy of stars, national leaders, writers, artists, generals and sportsmen of whom
the country is rightly proud of.

The Akal Takhat is the temporal counterpart of the Golden Temple's sole sheer
spiritual structure. It is considered the highest seat of authority among the Sikhs.

Another revered place is the Durgiana temple which is dedicated to Goddess
Durga and dates back to 16™ century. It is an important religious pilgrimage of the
Hindus, situated outside the Lohgarh Gate.

Sixteen kilometers to the West is Ram Tirath, commemorating Maharishi
Valmik Ji's heritage. The place gets special mention in the great Hindu epic
'Ramayana’. It is the place where Maharishi Valmik gave shelter to Sita, wife of Lord
Rama.

Summer palace of Maharaja Ranjit Singh is situated in the middle of a beautiful
garden called Ram Bagh in Amritsar City. This garden is laid out on the pattern of
Shalimar Bagh at Lahore. The museum at Ram Bagh houses weapons dating back to
Mughal times and some portraits of the ruling houses of the Punjab.

The Jallianwala Bagh at Amritsar reminds the visitor of one of the most heart-
rending events in the history of India. Here, about 2000 persons who were attending a
peaceful meeting on Baisakhi Day fell under the bullets of the British General Dyer, on
April 13, 1919. Bullet marks and well into which some people jumped to escape the
onslaught can still be seen.

Amritsar is the proud owner of some excellent academic institutions like Khalsa
college which was founded in 1892 and built on grand scale in typical Sikh
architecture. Guru Nanak Dev University was established in 1969 to
commemorate Guru Nanak Dev's birth quincentenary celebrations. The University has

won Maulana Abul Kalam Azad (MAKA) Trophy 21st times and Inter-varsity youth
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festival championship seven fimes as winner and nine times as runner-up
consecutively. UGC has granted the University Centre for Excellence in Sports
Sciences. National Assessment and Accreditation Council accredited the University at
the Five Star Level. Being rated at such a high level will inspire its community to make
strides ahead still faster and stronger with academic excellence and commitment to
social upliffment as the core ideals. Amritsar is also dotted with colleges and
institutes that are dedicated to the study of medical sciences, engineering, education,

agriculture and arts. About 20 kms away from University is an International Border.
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development in Punjab series no;2)
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